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16 AGRICULTURE. 

most important part of tree culture is pruning, since, on it 
depends, where straight timber is the object, the ultimate 
value, and the actual bulk produced. Pardon this in- 
trusion. 

I am. Sir, 
A. Aikin, Esq. &c- &c. &c. 

Secretary, 8fc. 8fc. W. M. Thackeray. 

A friend, who is settled in the Illinois, in North Ame- 
rica, has promised to supply me with the seed of different 
forest-trees in the spring, which he is satisfied will thrive 
luxuriantly upon the mountains in North Wales : at all 
events I will make the experiment. 



No. IV. 
WINTER BEANS. 



The Thanks of the Society were voted to John Smith, 
Esq. of Revel End, Herts, for the following communi- 
cation respecting Winter-sown Beans, which was or- 
dered to he printed. 

24, Wellington-crescent, Ramsgate, 
Dear Sir, November 8, 1826. 

I PROMISED, when the crop of winter beans should be 
gathered in, the produce of the small sample I had from the 
Society (for which Mr. Taunton, of Cheam, was rewarded 
in 1823), to report to you their condition and quantity. 
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I have the pleasure to say, that from so small a sample 
the quantity was three bushels of beans, as fine as any I 
have had the opportunity to inspect. They were sown 
under the ordinary Hertfordshire management, in October 
last year, and were quite in a fit state for in-gathering 
before I left Revel End for the continent, early in August 
last. I gave directions for reserving the three bushels for 
seed this year. 

I am. Sir, 
A. Aikin, E^. &<". &c. &c. 

Secretary, 8fc. 8fc. John Smith. 



Dear Sir, Revel End, Aug. 31, 1825. 

I have great pleasure in forwarding to you, for the in- 
formation of the Society of Arts, a letter addressed to me 
by my tenant Mr. Lavender, of this place, detailing his 
successful progress in the cultivation of the winter bean, 
and upon which I promiserl a further report. 

I am gratified to find that he is not only satisfied with, 
but that he greatly prefers them to the late bean in com- 
mon cultivation here. I have no doubt of his being the 
means of introducing them into general cultivation in this 
part of the country. 

I shall take care to communicate the result of next 
year's trial, and am pleased to add this to the many pre- 
vious proofs of the usefulness of the Society's rewards. 

I am. Sir, 

A. Aikin, Esq. &<^- &c. &c. 

Secretary, Sfc. Sfc. John Smith. 
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Dear Sib, Revel End, Ang. 30, 1825. 

Agreeably to your request, I now beg to communicate 
to you, for the information of the Society of Arts, the 
particulars of the small quantity of winter beans I took of 
you. 

I ploughed one rood twenty-two poles of barley stubble, 
and planted the beans in October la^t. The crows unfor- 
tunately found out the seed upon eight poles of ground ; 
yet, notwithstanding, the produce is fourteen bushels. 
They were ripe in July, and cut on the 23d of that month. 
The fourteen bushels I have I mean to drill on five acres 
of ground this season, and am fully convinced they are far 
superior to any that are sown in the spring. 

I am. Sir, 

i&c. &c. &c. 

John Smith, Esq. John Lavender. 



